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A companion guide to the “Parent To Parent” video,
this book outlines a mentoring program piloted in the
state of Montana. Together, the book and video are
used to help educate those entering the mentoring
program.

“Parent To Parent” is a post-adoptive, post-placement
support service that pairs veteran foster/adoptive
patents with novice foster/adoptive parents. The
program provides support, advice and a sounding
board for the new families. Its objective is to stabilize
the placement, to overcome isolation, engender hope
and provide a safe passage for the child and family.

Use For:

® Child welfare professionals
= Resource libraries

= Foster, adoptive and kinship parents

Sample from Safe Passage:

CHAPTER ONE

TopAY's TROUBLED CHILDREN

Note: While mentors are usually cagnizant of it, many =0 “Eorly abuse
mentees may be unaware and unprepared for how and neglect lead
troubled some adopted children are. This chapter children to erect
briefly describes common behavioral problems dem- complex barricades
onstrated by disturbed adopted children. on the mast fragile of
Sfoundations.”

n adopted eight-year-old girl had the unappetizing prob-

lem of soiling herself several times per day. When efforts
ta help her control this problem were increased, the child
smeared feces in her hair and ground it into the carpet. The
adoptive mothercommented sardonically, “It's hard to live down
wind from this child.”

Aten-year-old adepted boy was described as stubborn,contrary,
oppositional, and “defiant around the clock.” He had a list of
diagnoses a mile long: 000, ADHD, OCO, PTSD, and RAD (Reac-
tive Attachment Disorder). Onoroff medication he acted much
the same: he would argue with a fence post, refuse to obey and
comply, and generally resist authority at home or school. He
battled constantly for contred in the family, which exhausted the
adoptive mother and infuriated the father, “Our life is a war
zone,"they lamented.

A fifteen-year-old adopted boy, who looked more like an eleven-
or twelve-year-old, exhausted his parents with unfathomable
needs. Raised by a hypochondriachal birth mather who alter-
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